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THE 


A  D  VANTAGES, 


THE  author  of  the  following  fheets 
propofes  to  confider  a  queftion  at 
prefent  much  agitated,  that  of  a  iettlement 
upon  the  Ohio,  and  the  advantages  to  Eng¬ 
land  of  extending  our  frontier  in  North- 
America  ;  a  late  ftep  towards  which  having 
been  perhaps  too  haftily  cenfured  in  conver- 
fation  and  print,  a  few  reafons  that  have 
occurred  from  fome  reading  and  reflexion, 
are  here  offered  to  prove,  that  it  is  not  only 
a  good,  but  a  neceffary  meafure  at  the  pre¬ 
fent  juncture.  In  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry, 
the  prefent  flate  of  our  American  colonies, 
the  evils  and  diffenfions  we  have  lately 
experienced,  will  prefent  themfelves,  and 
we  fliall  poflibly  be  able  to  difeover  the 

B  means 


(  2  ) 

Ricans  of  remedying  the  pad:  and  preventing 
the  future. 

The  Englifh  colonies  are  now  confined 
within  the  Apalachean  Mountains,  a  fpace 
not  two  hundred  miles  broad,  and  to  lands 
certainly  not  fo  fruitful  as  tbofe  upon  the 
Ohio  and  Miffifipi.  Upon  the  banks  of  the 
latter  river,  the  French  may  in  time  become 
fo  very  powerful,  as  to  render  our  planta¬ 
tions  beyond  the  mountains  precarious, 
unlefs  we  exert  ourfelves,  and  fettle  thofe 
lands  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  rapidity  as  we 
have  our  other  colonies.  That  thefe  lands 
are  particularly  deferving  our  careful  atten¬ 
tion,  and  that  a  diligent  cultivation  of  them 
will  reward  the  fettlers,  we  have  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  to  be  affured  of;  be- 

fid  es  the  advantages  of  fuch  an  attempt  in  a 
political  view  ;  the  objects  of  trade  with  the 
Indians,  and  the  great  probability  of  finding 
mines  ;  J  mean  not  of  gold  and  filver,  thofe 
irritarnenta  malorum  >  but  of  non,  copper, 
lead  and  coal,  which,  the  three  firfl  efpe- 
cially,  may  become  branches  of  indufiry  : 
Leave  Spain  to  dig  gold.  For,  according  to 


(  3  ) 

that  obfervation  of  Mr.  Locke,  it  will  only 
remain  with  the  careful  and  induftrious. 

The  firft  queflion,  or  point  of  inquiry  is, 
the  importance  of  a  fettlement  upon  the 
Ohio ;  the  confequence  of  which  is  not 
unnoticed  by  the  French,  as  appears  from 
F.  Charlevoix. 

*  “  This  river,  at  its  entrance  into  the 
Miflifipi,  is  not  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  a 
league  in  breadth  j  there  is  not,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  a  place  more  proper  for  a  fettlement 
than  this,  nor  where  it  is  of  greater  impor¬ 
tance  for  us  to  have  one :  the  whole  country, 
watered  by  the  Ohio,  is  extremely  fertile, 
confilling  of  vaft  meadows,  which  feed 
thoufands  of  buffaloes.  A  fort,  with  a 
good  garrifon,  would  keep  the  Indians  in 
awe,  efpecially  the  Cherokees,  who  are  the 
moll  numerous  nation  upon  this  conti¬ 
nent. 0 

The  thought  of  a  fettlement  upon  the 
Ohio,  at  its  conflux  with  the  Miflifipi, 
a  finally  occurred  to  me  before  reading 


*  Vol.  2,  Page  241. 
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F.  Charlevoix,  who  fays,  ct  to  keep  the 
Indians  in  awe,”  and  I  fay,  build  a  fort 
there  on  the  part  of  the  Englifh,  to  keep 
the  French  and  their  Indians  in  awe; 
for,  however  ftrong  we  may  be,  fince 
the  laft  war,  by  polfeffing  that  chain  of 
French  forts  which  were  upon  this  river, 
there  is  no  reafon  we  fhould  not  be  ftronger 
by  erecting  a  new  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  the  confequences  of  which  will  ap¬ 
pear  perhaps  much  greater,  when  we  come 
to  fpeak  of  trade  with  the  weflern  Indians* 

If  we  look  a  little  beyond  this  river  to¬ 
wards  the  Miflifipi,  we  (hall  find  another 
reafon  for  extending  our  frontier.  The 
French  well  know  of  what  great  moment 
to  them  is  their  colony  of  Louifiana.  The 
fame  father  obferves  €<  Our  alliance  with 
the  Illinois  has  fet  us  at  variance  with  the 
Ghicafaws,  and  the  Englifh  of  Carolina 
blow  up  the  diffention.  Our  feltlement  in 
Louifiana  is  a  great  eye-fore  to  them,  as  it 
is  a  barrier  we  have  placed  between  their 
powerful  colonies  of  North  America  and 
Mexico,  and  wTe  muft  expedt  they  will  em¬ 


ploy 


*  Vol,  2,  Page  243. 
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I 

ploy  every  method  in  their  power  to  deftroy 
it.  The  Spaniards,  who  fee  us  with  fo 
much  jealoufy  ftrengthen  ourfelves  in  this 
country,  are  not  as  yet  fenfible  of  the  im¬ 
portant  fervice  we  hereby  render  them.” 
Here  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  events  of  the 
laft  war  have  materially  altered  the  face  of 
affairs  to  the  northward ;  but  the  ftrength 
of  the  French,  notwitbftanding,  may  in 
time  become  very  refpeCfable  to  the  fouth- 
ward ;  for  by  contracting  their  view  they 
may  the  more  feduloufly  apply  to  their  af¬ 
fairs  upon  the  Miffifipi,  in  a  country  abound¬ 
ing  with  refources  unknown  in  Canada, 
confequently  become  ftronger  than  ever 
they  were  in  that  country  * 


Another  writer  upon  this  fubject  is  Du 
Pratz,  who  was  fixtcen  years  in  thefe  parts.* 
«  The  lands  to  the  eaft  of  the  Miffifipi 
(this  takes  in  all  to  the  northward  up  to  the 
Wabache  or  Ohio)  are  high  lands  ;  the  foil 
of  thefe  high  lands  is  very  good ;  it  is  a 
black  light  mold,  about  three  feet  deep 
upon  the  hills  or  rifing  grounds.f  This 


*  Vo!.  I.  page  179.  f  Vol.  1.  page  265. 
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upper  earth  lies  upon  a  reddith  clay,  very 
Itrong  and  diff :  all  thefe  high  lands  are  ge¬ 
nerally  meadows  and  forefts  of  tall  trees, 
with  grafs  up  to  the  knees  :*  thefe  mea¬ 
dows  all  abound  in  buffaloes,  elk  and  deer; 
moreover,  thefe  high  lands  naturally  pro¬ 
dupe  mulberry-trees  of  a  good  quality  for 
lilk-worms ;  indigo  grows  there  in  like 
manner  along  the  thickets,  without  cul-  ' 
ture.”  One  adonilhing  indance  of  fertility, 
though  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Ohio,  I 
mud  beg  leave  to  add.f  “  An  inhabitant 
of  New  Oi  leans  planted  in  his  garden  a  few 
twigs  of  a  Mufcadine  vine,  with  a  view  to 
make  an  arbour  of  them ;  one  of  his  fons 
with  another  boy,  a  negro,  entered  the  gar¬ 
den  in  the  month  of  June,  when  the  grapes 
are  ripe,  and  broke  off  all  the  bunches 
they  could  find  ;  the  father,  after  leverely 
chiding  the  two  boys,  pruned  the  twigs 
that  had  been  broken  and  bruifed ;  and  as 
feveral  months  of  fummer  dill  remained, 
the  vine  pulhed  out  new  dioots  and  new 
bunches,  which  ripened  and  Were  as  good 
as  the  former. 

Vol.  i.  page  265.  a  f  Vol.  2.  page  14. 


Here 
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Here  it  may  be  faid  by  many,  what  has 
the  fertility  of  Louifiana  to  do  with  the 
Ohio,  the  prefent  objedt  of  our  enquiry? 
It  is  foreign  to  the  purpofe.  We  muft 
beg  their  pardon;  thefe  inrtances  are 
brought  purpofely  to  (hew,  what  may  be 
expedfed  from  the  French  pofiefiing  fuch  a 
country;  a  country  which  only  wants  hands 
to  make  us  feel  the  influence  it  will  give 
them  in  North  America;  for  the  weftern 
banks  of  the  Miffifipi  remained  to  the 
French  by  the  peace  in  1763.  We  main¬ 
tain,  therefore,  that  the  nearer  you  get  to 
thefe  good  lands,  the  (harper  eye  you  may 
be  able  to  keep  upon  your  neighbour’s  mo¬ 
tions  :  for,  as  in  war  the  more  advanced  ports 
you  have  the  better,  provided  one  covers 
the  other;  fo  in  the  prefent  queftion,  the 
nearer  we  get  to  the  Miflifipi,  the  greater 
advantage  we  (hall  draw,  by  degrees,  front 
thefe  lands,  at  lead  from  a  portion  of  them; 
and  furely  fuch  fettlements,  as  we  (hall  at 
firft  make  upon  the  Ohio,  may  be  faid  to 

he  well  covered  with  all  our  colonies  at 

* 

their  back.  The  river  itfelf,  Du  Pratz 
fays,  meaning  the  Ohio,  is  beautiful,  great- 

iy 
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ly  abounding  in  fiffi,  and  navigable  almofl 
up  to  its  fource.* 


There  accounts  are  confirmed  by  our  own 
people,  who  were  fent  by  the  government 
ot  Virginia,  in  1742,  to  view  thefe,  the 
weftern  parts  of  that  province,  and  altho' 
they  only  went  down  the  Ohio  and  Miffifipi 
to  New  Orleans,  they  reported,  that  they 
law  more  good  land  upon  the  Miffifipi,  and 
its  large  branches,  than,  in  their  opinion, 
was  in  all  the  Engliflh  colonies  as  far  as  they 
are  inhabited.  This  appears  by  the  report 
of  that  government  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  falubrity  of  the  climate  is  unqueftion- 
ed,  a  thing  of  the  laft  confequence  in  thefe 
fouthern  parts  of  North  America;  many  of 
which  are  much  otherwife,  as  witnefs  the 
Floridas. 


Here  is  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  many 
perfons  of  credit,  who  have  viewed  the  very 
fpot ;  each  fpeaks  of  this  part  of  North 
America  in  the  higheft  terms ;  and  laiUy, 
another  admirable  argument  of  the  good-^ 


VoL  1.  page  300. 
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nefs  of  the  country  is  the  many  Jefuits  mil¬ 
lions  there  were  in  it  before  the  expulfion 
of  the  fociety  ;  for  light  is  not  clearer  than 
thofe  golden  lines  of  Butler  are  true,  That 

No  Jefuit  ever  took  in  hand. 

To  plant  a  church  in  barren  land. 

We  are  now  to  prove,  why  it  greatly  con¬ 
cerns  us  to  fettle  in  this  part  of  the  continent 
of  North  America:  we  have  already  heard 
what  the  French  think  of  it.  The  num¬ 
bers  in  Virginia,  tho’  the  cldeft  colony  we 
have,  are  allowed  by  all,  I  believe,  to  be 
trifling  in  proportion  to  its  extent  of  coun¬ 
try,  and  in  comparifon  with  the  populouf- 
nefs  of  our  northern  fettlements :  Indeed  I 
could  not  help  obferving  myfelf,  when  1 
was  in  that  country,  that  the  plantations 
lay  very  wide,  and  the  towns  hill  wider. * 
And  perhaps  it  is  not  lefs  certain,  that  if  you 


*  Yet  thinly  as  Virginia  is  peopled,  I  think  it  is  Dr. 
Mitchel  lays  in  his  account  of  the  Prefent  State  of 
Great  Britain  and  North  America,  “  The  planters  of 
Virginia  aud  Maryland  had  wanted  new  lands  beyond 
the  mountains,  and  had  carried  then  Haves  there  to  cuU 
tivate  tobacco.” 
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go  as  fat  to  the  fouthward  as  our  governments 
at  prefent  extend,  they  will  be  found  Hill 
thinner  of  people  :  but  thefe  may  encreafe; 
they  are  already  fettled ;  it  only  remains  to 
give  them  a  ftrong  barrier.  It  is  now  as  no 
cefiary  that  we  fliould  ftrengthen  our  fron¬ 
tier  towards  the  French  upon  the  Miffifipi, 
a$  it  was  expedient  that  our  force  fhould  be 
oppofed  to  the  fame  nation  in  Canada  be¬ 
fore  the  iaft  war ;  but  as  that  oppofitior* 
confined  the  inhabitants  within  the  towns, 
or  conftrained  them  to  remain  in  collected 
bodies,  cultivation  muft  have  been  negleded 
by  as  many  as  remained  in  this  flats  ;  that 
caufe  ceafing  by  the  alterations  made  by  the 
laft  peace  and  the  ceffion  of  Canada  to  us, 
thefe  people  it  is  now  equal  policy  to  re¬ 
move  to  the  foul h ward,  that  they  may  be 
difperfed  upon  plantations,  and  become  of 
more  advantage  to  themfelve.s  and  mother 
country,  than  at  prefent,  pretending  to  fome 
degree  of  rival  (hip. 

Thus  much  then  for  the  importance  of  a 
icttlement  to  us  upon  the  Ohio,  from  the 
nature  of  its  foil,  which  may  doubt lefs  be 

pronounced 
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pronounced  worthy  of  our  notice,  and 
from  the  expediency  of  luch  a  fiep  to 
guard  againft  any  mifchiefs,  which  may 
arife  in  future  from  the  power  of  the 
French  in  thefe  parts.  It  next  follows  to 
confider  how  far  the  meafure  is  right  from 
motives  of  policy  with  regard  to  our  prefent 
colonies. 

I  know  it  is  faid,  we  fhould  cultivate  the 
Waftes  we  have  at  home,  here  in  England*, 

*  As  to  cultivating  the  waftes  of  England  indeed*  I 
am  thoroughly  perfuaded  it  would  be  a  moil:  falutarv 
meafure;  the  difficulty  is  to  hit  upon  a  right  method  of 
efFeding  it ;  till  this  can  be  done,  we  may  in  the  mean 
time  look  acrofs  the  great  lake,  as  the  Indians  call  the 
Atlantic. 

There  was  a  propof.d  made  years  ago  to  the  lord  trea- 
furer  Godolphin,  for  peopling  the  New  Eoreft  with  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  palatinate  ;  how  this  fcheme  came  to 
prove  abortive  l  know  not;  poftibly  the  number  of  fo¬ 
reigners  in  one  collected  .body  might  be  Teen  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye,  and  very  properly. 

But  there  is  one  grand  objection  to  enclofing,  which 
has  often  prefented  itfelf  to  rne,  and  that  is  the  total  dif- 
regard  of  the  rights  of  the  poor  cottagers  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  lands  ;  they  never  have  their  proportions, 
and  therefore  it  may  be  a  very  greit  evil  :  “  Sncerrima 

res  homo  mifer Iliftory  records  dreadful  confuiions 
and  tumults  among  the  Romans  occafioned  by  their 
agrarian  laws  ;  the  people  were  ever  crying  out  for  more 
juft  diftribution  of  the  lands  :  Heaven  avei  t  fucli  among 
ourfelves  ! 

C  2  iu 


in  preference  to  thofe  in  America ;  that  w£ 
cannot  fpare  fettlers  from  hence ;  that  our 
numbers  decreafe,  which  however  has  not 
•as  yet  been  clearly  proved  ;  that  we  have 
more  lands  in  America  already  than  we 
know  what  to  do  with.  Thefe  and  many 
other  fuch  like  pofitions,  feem  rather  futile, 
and  to  be  advanced  with  no  mature  confi- 
deration.  With  refpeCt  to  inhabitants  for 
new  lands,  we  fhall  find  enough  without 
depopulating  Britain,  as  we  are  told,  and 
are  referred  to  Spain  as  an  inftance  of  the 
detriment  of  Colonies  ;  which  inftance  will 
appear  to  carry  in  it  no  force,  ii  we  con¬ 
sider  a  little  the  two  nations  as  diametrically 
oppofite  :  The  one  negleding  the  culture 
of  the  earth  at  home,  the  other  laborioufly 
following  it ;  that  difdaining  manufactures, 
this  feduloufly  applying  to  them ;  Spain  ba- 
nifhing  their  induftrious  Moors,*  becaufe 

*  The  Morifcoes,  or  Moors  of  Grenada  and  the 
parts  adjacent,  to  the  number  of  900,000  perfons  of  all 
ranks,  (exes  and  ages,  in  the  reign  of  Philip  III.  this 
was  one  of  the  molt  dangerous  miltakes  in  politics  re¬ 
corded  in  hiftory  ;  thefe  parts  of  Spain,  from  being  the 
beft  cultivated  in  the  kingdom,  consequently  moft  valu¬ 
able,  are  become  a  defart. 


bad 
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bad  catholics,  Britain  receiving  all  nations 
with  open  arms.  Add  to  thefe  three  caufes 
of  depopulation,  the  mines  of  Mexico  and 
Peru  :  the  three  fir  ft  are  but  as  rivulets  com¬ 
pared  with  the  latter,  which  like  a  torrent 
has  fvvept  all  before  it  :  this  inftance  then, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  advanced  no  more: 
but  at  prefent  we  do  not  want  to  take  them 

from  home. 

The  colonies  of  New  York,  and  the 
other  nothern  fettlements,  particularly  Bof- 
ton,  abound  in  men  :  now  to  divert  them 
from  employing  themfelves  in  manufac¬ 
tures  and  the  corn  trade,  oui  ftaplc  com¬ 
modities,  they  flaould,  oy  proper  encou¬ 
ragement,  be  induced  to  form  new  colonies, 
where  they  may  not  only  find  employment, 
but  perhaps  even  fortunes  for  we  know 
that  fuch  as  want  to  make  money,  go  to 
the  fouthward.  Men  will  be  employed  in 
good  or  mifehief,  they  can  not  he  idle  :  the 
mifehief  thefe  colonies  are  able  to  do  the 
mother  country  has  been  in  fome  meafure 
already  experienced  -s  to  prevent  the  exten- 

tion 
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thn  of  which,  make  it  their  intefeft  fo 
change  their  habitations. 

• 

It  was  the  conftant  pradife  of  the  Greeks 
in  all  their  colonies,  to  thin  the  branches 
of  the  growing  tree,  and  check  its  luxuri¬ 
ance  ;  the  fir  ft  colony  fent  out  a  fecond, 
when  they  became  troublefome  among 
themfelves,  and  difperfed  them  in  new  and 
diftant  habitations,  like  bees  which  fend 
out  a  fwann  and  a  cad,  when  their  hives 
are  overftocked.  Whether  this  was  the 
effed  of  chance  or  policy  in  the  Greeks,  is 
not  material  to  determine  ;  but  with  us  it 
more  intimately  concerns  our  well  doing, 
that  it  Ihould  be  the  effed  of  defign  :  for 
ihould  we  hazard  much,  were  we  to  aflert, 
snat  tiic  attention  clue  to  our  colonies  be¬ 
comes  every  day  of  greater  and  greater  con- 
fequence  ?  We  here  fee  a  perpetual  fund  of 
natural  born  fubjeds,  not  to  mention  the 
prodigious  numbers  of  German  Proteftants, 
who  are  continually  palling  into  America, 
and  the  additional  numbers,  which  I  am 
allured  by  Germans,  may  now  be  had, 
owing  to  the  very  bad  harvefts  they  have 
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reaped  for  fome  years,  efpecially  the  rye* 
and  the  dreadful  difeafes  in  confequence  of 
eating  it,  when  it  has  the  fpur  :  fuch  are 
the  inducements  which  occafion  thofe  poor, 
honeft  and  worthy  people,  very  willingly  to 
emigrate  to  our  government  in  North 
America, 

We  h  ave  feions  then  in  abundance,  and 
furely  we  never  can  want  flocks  to  graft  them 
upon,  within  that  prodigious  extent  of 
country  beyond  th£  mountains.  Thus  far, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  are  obviated  all  objections 
drawn  from  the  fuppofition  of  harm,  which 
may  accrue  to  ourfelves  from  diminishing 
the  inhabitants  of  our  own  liland. 

Here,  if  I  might  be  permitted  to  fuggeft 
what  government  and  policy  Should  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  watching  over  colonies,  I  would 
exp  refs  it  in  two  words,  inter  eft  and  depen¬ 
dence.  Now  thefe  two  ought  to  be  fo  inti¬ 
mately  connected,  as  to  be  infeparable  ;  and 
to  accomplish  Such  a  union,  and  preferve  it, 
what  expedient  fo  likely  as  that  of  giving 
pach  colony  fome  flaple commodity  by  which 

they 
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they  are  to  make  their  return  to  you  ?  and 

m 

has  it  not  been  for  want  of  fomething  of 
this  kind,  as  rnugh  as  from  any  perverfenefs 
towards  the  mother  country,  that  they 
have  applied  themfelves  to  manufactures  ? 
which,  however  trifling  they  may  appear  at 
prefent,  owing  to  the  dearnefs  of  labour, 
yet  in  time,  nay  in  the  lives  of  fuch  as  are 
now  young,  may  be  mod  grievoufly  felt. 

Now,  as  the  generality  of  men  follow 
tlieir. intereft,  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  thefe  will  be  found  an  exception  to  the 
rule.  Did  we  take  our  naval  ftores  fuch 
as  iron,  marts,  timber,  or  a  confiderable 
part  of  them,  from  the  Northern  Colonies, 
v/ould  they  not  find  it  their  intereft  to  pur- 
fue  that  commodity,  which  we  fhall  ever 
have  fo  great  a  demand  for  ;  I  fay  ever,  ejlo 
ferpetuum for  I  hate  that  melancholiy  re¬ 
flexion  of  our  being  no  longer  a  nation  ; 
however  ct  happy  the  people  of  England 

*  All  except  hemp,  the  cultivation  of  that  is  referved 
for  the  Ohio,  owing  to  the  particular  nature  of  its  lands; 
befides,  if!  remember  right,  the  Reverend  Mr.  E'liot, 
in  his  Account  of  the  improvements  of  hufbandrv  in 
W  New  England,  tells  us,  that  in  that  country  it  has  b^en 

tried  without  fuccefs. 

may 
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Vvheh  you  tell  them  they  are 


If  it  be  faid,  that  to  take  naval  ftores 
from  the  Americans  might  interfere  with 
our  connexions  with  other  countries,  I  an- 
fvver,  a  confiderable  part  of  them;  for  na¬ 
val  ftores  and  furs  would  be  their  natural 
ftaple.  Thus  their  dependence  and  intereft 
would  go  hand  in  hand ;  for  what  nation 
could  take  from  them  the  quantity  of  naval 
ftores  that  the  Englifti  will  conftantly  re¬ 
quire  ? 

•  *  z 

4  *  f 

. 

The  late  difturbances  arofe  firft  in  thefe 
colonies,  who  feel  their  own  independence 
more  than  they  fhould  :  but  would  it  not  be 
otherwife,  by  having  a  ftaple  which  you 
were  to  take  from  them  ?  Doubtlefs  they 
would  then  be  glad  to  obferve  another  be¬ 
haviour.  .  The  benefit  of  all  colonies  is  the 
return  they  are  able  to  make  you  ;  but  if 
they  are  to  become  your  rivals,  wherein 
confifts  their  advantage  ?  This  maxim  feems 
to  have  efcaped  us,  as  the  northern  colonies 
have  no  ftaple  for  Britain. 


Com- 
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Commerce  in  France  has  been  a  puny* 
tender  infant ;  a  fondling  of  kings  and  mi- 
nifters,  born  in  the  cabinet,  and  reared 
with  the  greateft  difficulty,  as  witnefs  their 
prodigious  exertions  in  its  behalf  in  the 
iflands ;  whereas  with  us,  it  is  a  hale,  ruddy 
boy,  very  much  left  to  take  care  of  himfelf, 
relying  greatly  upon  the  ftrength  of  his  con- 
ftitution,  being  born  in  the  open  air,  and 
nurtured  with  eafe.  Not  that  any  one  can 
fay  but  that  the  child  is  a  darling  with  us 
too  ?  only  now  and  then  he  is  apt  to  run 
out  of  fight,  and  put  fuch  as  bare  him  af- 
fedion  in  pain,  left  he  ftxould  come  to  fome 
accident. 

f  ... 

All  our  other  colonies  have  their  ftaples, 
fome  raw  commodity  to  be  worked  up  at 
home  ;  the  Northern  Colonies  deal  in  lum¬ 
ber  and  proviiion  for  the  iflands,  but  no¬ 
thing  to  fpeak  of  for  an  EngKfti  market,  ex¬ 
cept  furs ;  their  corn  indeed  comes  to 
European  markets,  but  that  is  a  detriment 
to  us.  What  fo  natural  a  ftaple  for  them 
as  the  one  hinted,  that  of  naval  ftores  ? 


Virginia 
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Virginia  and  Maryland  have  their  tobacco, 
and  have  had  it  to  carry  to  all  the  world 
thefe  hundred  years  and  upwards ;  the 
fouthern  colonies  upon  the  iflands,  as  well 
as  the  continent,  have  their  ftaples  already; 
fome  few  addenda  might  be  mentioned  for 
the  latter,  fuch  as  filk  *  and  the  vine,  and 
if  more  be  wanted  there  are  objedts  in  abun¬ 
dance,  which  we  may  turn  to,  as  may  be 
feen  in  a  very  ufeful  piece  publifhed  by 
Mr.  Ellis  at  London,  of  defiderata  for  the 
colonies  in  North  America ;  the  plants  are 
all  referred  to  their  genera  and  fpecies  in  the 
Linnean  fyftem,  as  well  as  their  Englifh 
names  :  it  was  reprinted  at  Philadelphia  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  the  North  American 
Philofophical  Tranfadiions,  publifhed  laft 
vear. 

j 

*  Silk  has  been  made  in  Louifiana  of  the  very  beft 
quality,  by  Madame  Hubert,  a  lady  of  Provence,  fet¬ 
tled  in  this  colony.  It  is  unnecefiary  to  extra#  the 
experiments  which  were  execureJ  ;  they  were  compa- 
rifons  formed  between  the  common  worm  found  in  the 
woods  of  this  country,  and  the  one  known  to  us  in 
Europe:  the  lady  followed  them  with  ingenuity  and 
attention,  her  care  was  attended  with  fuccefs  :  I  his 
Ihould  be  one  grand  obje#  for  South  Carolina  or  the 
Floridas.  Such  as  may  have  occafion  to  perufe  them, 
may  find  them  in  Du  Pratt’s  Account  of  Louifiana, 
vol.  i.  p  31 1. 

The 
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The  vine  is  moft  afluredly  a  proper  ob-* 

jeft :  Le  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre’s  fcheme  for 
the  culture  of  filk  and  the  vine  in  South 
Carolina,  at  hthe  colony  of  N.  Bourdeaux, 
from  what  I  could  learn,  very  highly  merit¬ 
ed  encouragement  3  it  is  the  moll  fpirited 
attempt  that  has  been  made  in  our  colonies 
towards  introducing  the  vine  culture  effec¬ 
tually.  May  not  this  laSt  become  an  objedt 
the  more  neceffary,  and  does  it  not  call  the 
more  loudly  for  our  careful  attention,  on 
account  of  the  behaviour  of  our  worthy 
Friends  the  Portugueze  ?  whofe  broad 
pieces,  that  ufed  to  be  fo  frequent,  are  now 
vanifhed  :  They  indeed  feem  to  have  ac- 
complifhed  what  John  V.  fo  long  ago 
thought  of,  that  of  retrenching  the  trade  of 
the  Englifh.  A  very  interesting  converfa- 
tion  upon  this  head  I  muSt  beg  leave  to  add. 

John  V.  King  of  Portugal,  feeing  with 
great  concern,  that  the  riches  of  the  Brazils 
only  made  a  temporary  abode  among  his 
fubjefls,  refolyed  to  cramp  the  trade  of  the 
Engliih,  who  obtained  a  very  large  (hare  of 
them :  His  ministers  .agreeing  with  their 
maSter’s  ideas,  thought  the  beSt  expedient 
would  be  the  prohibition  of  foreign  manu¬ 
factures  i 
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failures ;  and  this  had  certainly  been  put  ill 
execution,  if  Lord  Galway,  the  commander 
in  chief  of  our  forces  in  that  country,  had 
not  prevented  it. 

r 

This  nobleman  was  a  great  favourite 
with  his  Portugueze  Majelty,  and  was  a 
very  honeft  man.  To  him,  therefore,  as  a 
friend,  and  under  the  llriCteft  injunctions 
of  fecrecy,  the  king  communicated  the 
affair,  and  afked  his  advice  about  it.  His 
lordfhip  told  him  fairly,  That  the  reme¬ 
dy  would  be  worfe  than  the  difeafe  ;  that 
the  fame  Providence  which  had  given  his 
iubjeCts  gold,  had  bellowed  commodities 
and  manufactures  upon  the  English  ;  that 
the  exchange  therefore  was  not  fo  injurious 
as  he  imagined,  and  that  by  prohibiting 
commerce  he  might  force  thofe,  who  were 
his  belt  friends,  to  become  his  enemies, 
and  to  employ  their  naval  power,  which  he 
knew  to  be  fo  much  fuperior  to  his  own,  in 
taking  that  by  force  for  which  they  now 
gave  a  proper  equivalent. 

• 

Jde  farther  reprefented,  that,  whatever 
(urn  the  war  might  take,  Portugal  muff 

always 
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always  Hand  in  need  of  the  friendfhip  of 
the  English,  to  prevent  becoming  dependent 
upon  the  houfe  of  Auftria  or  Bourbon 
and  therefore,  that  it  was  much  better  his 
fubjedts  fhould  trade  with  thofe,  from 
whom  they  had  fo  much  to  hope,  than 
with  other  nations  from  whom  they  had 
every  thing  to  fear.  The  king,  who  was 
both  a  reafonable  and  a  juft  prince,  and 
who  in  this  bufinefs  adted  only  from  a 
laudable  affedtion  to  his  fubjedts,  compre¬ 
hended  the  force  of  thefe  reafons,  and  laid 
afide  his  project ;  which,  how  plaufible 
•foever  in  its  firft  appearance,  was  neither 
equitable  nor  pradticable  But  tempora 

mutantur ,  and  why  not,  nos  mutamur  in 
illis,  if  not  by  war,  according  to  the  noble 
lord’s  idea,  at  leaft  by  introducing  the  vine 
culture  into  America  ?  For  we  here  fee  that 
defign  in  embryo,  which  feems  approaching 
towards  the  birth  in  our  time ;  but  it  re¬ 
mains  with  ourfelves,  whether  it  fhall  come 
to  maturity :  one  ftep  towards  rendering  it 
abortive,  certainly  is  a  good  underftanding 

*  We  well  remember  the  laft  war,  this  has  been 
verified  within  our  own  days,  long  after  the  Lord  Gal¬ 
way’s  prediction. 

f  Campbell’s  Prefent  State  of  Europe. 


among 
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among  one  another,  and  there  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  bond  than  mutual  intereft,  wherein 
confifts  power  and  ftrength. 


Now  each  becoming  parts  of  one  great 
whole,  links  of  the  lame  chain,  to  ufe  the 
Indian  phrafe,  let  each  hold  it  faft,  hold  it 
to  the  outdretch  of  the  arm  ;  let  us  all  en¬ 
deavour  to  keep  it  bright  as  diver.  Should 
the  talk  be  thought  arduous,  certainly  we 
want  neither  heads  nor  hearts  to  perfect  it, 
and  preferve  union  amongft  us.  As  it  re¬ 
quires  a  more  Ikilful  and  nice  management 
to  govern  nations  very  highly  civilized, 
than  it  does  thofe  who  are  rude  and  un- 
polifhed,  or  juft  emerging  from  barbarity, 
fo  the  fettling  of  colonies  is  a  much  eafier 
bufinefs  than  the  governing  of  them  when 
become  rich,  and  confequently  powerful ; 
for  power  has  ever  been  found  in  Plutus’ 
train  :  In  infancy  and  youth  we  bow  to  the 
will  of  our  elders  and  fuperiors  ;  we  then 
conftantly  feel  the  benefit  of  their  fuccour- 
ing  hand ;  but  when  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity,  we  begin  to  think  for  ourfelves, 
and  as  we  become  tainted  with  the  world, 
that  implicit  and  grateful  obedience,  which 

we 
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wc  have  hitherto  ohferved,  is  too  apt  to 
wear  off,  and  perhaps  very  many  of  us  may 
be  inclined  to  be  refractory  and  obdinate; 
then  is  required  the  greateft  addrefs  to  pre- 
ferve  peace  and  affeCtion.  For  differences 
will  unavoidably  arife,  and  fhould  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  parties  chance  to  clafh,  that 
dire  Fiend  will  mod:  aduredly  blow  up  the 
dying  embers  of  variance  and  diffenfion, 
with  unremitting  ardour,  till  one,  or  perhaps 
both,  peridi  in  the  dames. 


Who,  and  what  elfe  but  intered,  has  oc- 
cafioned  thofe  feuds  and  jealoudes  for  tome 
time  pad  ?  But  could  we  get  over  this,  all 
would  be  well  again ;  perhaps  a  little 
wholefome  advice  or  correction  might  be 
found  neceffary,  but  never  violence  fhould 
be  uled,  if  it  could  be  poflibly  avoided  :  in¬ 
deed  fuch  children  as  the  Rhode  Idanders 
deferved  difcipline,  whofe  good  difpofitions 
the  Admiralty  were  well  apprized  of  years 
ago,  by  a  worthy  commander  upon  that  fta- 
tion  ;  and  had  their  behaviour  been  nipped 
in  the  bud,  it  never  would  have  produced 
(as  it  has  lately  done)  that  goodly  fruit  of 
difobedience  and  redlefs  infolence.  I  am 

forry 


forry  to  touch  upon  fo  vile  a  fubjeft  :  But 
join  intereft  with  dependance,  an  alliance 
very  prudential,  and  we  fliall  find  that  to  be 
the  ready  road  to  harmony,  unanimity  and 
concord  ;  like  a  family  who  have  been  at 
variance,  fee  their  error,  run  to  each  other's 
eager  embrace,  and  cement  a  clofer  union  : 
No  meafure  furely  can  be  more  agreeable  to 
th  eir  prefent  gracious  Father,  whofe  only 
wifh  is  peace  throughout  his  extenfive  do¬ 
minions.  It  is  thus  colonies  will  continue 
fteadfaft  in  their  duty. 

One  word  more ;  we  have  loft  the  Tur¬ 
key  trade,  as  have  indeed  the  Dutch,  and 
both  owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  the  unavoid¬ 
able  height  of  the  taxes  and  excife  both 
nations  are  conftrained  to  pay  from  expen- 
five  wars  and  many  other  caufes;  with  us 
perhaps  the  knavery  of  fome  individuals 
may  have  contributed  to  the  evil,  by  fend¬ 
ing  famples  of  the  very  beft  clothes,  pieces 
of  which  were  ordered,  but  when  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  market  they  brought  the  verv 
worft.  Now  who  receives  the  benefit  of 
this?  The  French;  who  have  long  taken 
the  lead  at  the  Porte  from  maxims  of  policy 

E  as 


as  well  as  trade :  They  are  firft  able  to 
underfell  you,  and  in  the  next  place  will 
take  warning  by  other’s  harms.  We  .fee 
the  Portuguefe,  our  ancient  friends,  locked 
faft  in  the  clofe  embraces  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon ;  the  Spaniards  putting  reftraints 
upon  your  Manchejfer  wares,  and  laftly 
taking  that  mod  extraordinary  ftep,  the  ex- 
clufion  of  your  fhips  from  their  ports. 


Surely  the  rooted  jealoufy  of  France  and 
Spain  feems  to  wait  for  a  fit  opportunity  to 
difplay  itfelf  upon  the  Englifh  :  All  thefe 
are  cafes  in  point.  It  therefore  behoves  us 
the  more  narrowly  to  look  to  ourfelves  and 
our  concerns.  John  Bull  may  fay  with 
Shyiock,  “  Nay,  e’en  take  my  life  alfo,  if 
you  take  the  means  whereby  I  live.” 


The  appearance  of  your  pendant  occa- 


fionally  in  foreign  ports,  is  very  neceflary  ; 


it  gives  your  traders  a  confequence  they 
would  not  otherwife  have,  and  may  protect 


them  from  occafional  infults  too  trifling  to 


trouble  your  Minifter  with  at  that  court. 
We  will  only  fuppofe  for  a  moment,  that 
this  profcription,  if  we  may  fo  call  it,  was 

to 
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to  become  general  throughout  Europe,  with 
regard  to  Englifh  fhips  of  war;  the  ftrange 
dfed  it  would  have  what  man  can  tell. 

Thefe  thoughts  adtually  arofe  out  of  the 
fubjed  ;  and  therefore  it  is  hoped  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  a  digreflion,  they  appeared 
to  be  reafons,  why  we  fhould  cleave  the 
more  clofely  together. 

We  are  now  to  confider  the  objects  of 
trade  with  the  weflern  Indians,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  Miflouri ;  for  they  are  nume¬ 
rous,  as  appears  from  the  bed  accounts  we 
have  of  them:  We  are  alfo  to  follow  that 
idea  of  giving  each  colony  a  ftaple,  by 
which  they  are  to  make  their  returns  to 
Britain,  a  point  never  to  be  loft  fight  of  in 
an  eftablifliment  of  this  kind, 

The  firft  ftep  then  towards  a  trade  with 
thefe  Indians,  is  a  fixed  fpot  to  meet  at;  and 
where  fhall  we  find  one  equal  to  the  con  lux 
of  the  Mi lFifi pi  and  Ohio  ?  If  we  here  fui  1 
a  fort,  and  as  the  colony  encreafes,  a  t  wn, 
it  will  become  for  the  trade  oi  the  w<  \ 
Indians  what  Albany  is  for  the  nor 
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centers  of  two  circles  of  a  very  extenfivc 
commerce;  and  fhould  the  French  occupy 
this,  or  any  otner  convenient  fpot,  they 
will  plague  you  with  another  Montreal,  a 
fecond  worfe  than  the  firft ;  hecaufe  it  may 
be  one  whofe  refources  will  be  infinitely  fu- 
perior  to  the  firft,  owing  to  the  great  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  pre¬ 
ference  in  climate ;  and,  that  we  may  ex- 
peit  fuch  an  event,  there  is  good  room  to 
think  from  the  experience  of  the  great  ad¬ 
vantages  the  French  drew  from  that  well- 
known  poft,  whofe  lofs  they  muft  with  to 
reinfiate :  As  they  become  ftrong  upon  the 
Miffifipi,  is  it  not  obvious  to  every  man, 
that  they  will  now  and  then  have  a  ftruggle 
with  their  old  competitors  ;  and  the  means 
of  getting  ftrength  there,  if  not  by  draughts 
of  men  from  Old  France,  at  lead:  from 
Canada  will  not  appear  unlikely ;  in  fihort 
there  is  in  this  more  than  a  bare  probabili¬ 
ty  ;  for  we  have  the  authority  of  Du  Pratz 
that  the  Canadians  are  numerous  in  Louifi- 
ana.*  It  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
French  Canadians  will  be  going  continually 
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to  the  Southward,  and  that  they  would  wifh 

1 

to  live  under  the  government  in  which  they 
have  been  born  and  bred,  rather  than  un¬ 
der  our  dominion,  notwithstanding  the  very 
great  difference  between  the  mildnefs  of 
the  Englifh  constitution,  and  the  rigour  of 
the  French  ;  the  glorious  Liberty  of  the  one, 
the  nice  and  highly  polifhed  Defpotifm  of 
the  other.  This  is  a  partiality  with  which 
all  mankind  are  poffeffed  :  The  Don  fays. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  Spaniard, 
with  the  utmoft  gravity ;  the  Marquis,  I 
have  the  good  fortune  to  be  a  Frenchman; 
while  John  is  moll  heartily  fatisfied,  that 
he  is  an  Englishman  every  hour  he  lives. 

It  is  this  prepoffeffion,  joined  with  the 
beauty  of  the  country,  which  induces  the 
Canadians  to  undertake  a  voyage  of  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  miles  againlt  currents  and 
cataradls,  with  painful  journey  on  foot  at  the 
carrying  places;  it  is  this,  which  urges 
even  ladies  to  truSt  their  tender  frames  in 
frail  veffels  of  bark  to  the  tempting,  fmooth 
face  of  thofe  lakes,  now  kind  and  inviting 
as  Deceit  herfelf,  now  dreadful  and  boifter- 
ous  as  /Eolus  clad  ip  all  his  terrors :  All  thefe 

dangers 
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dangers  they  brave  to  arrive  at  a  country, 
which  they  efteem  as  a  terreftrial  paradife  ; 
moreover  the  ladies  are  very  fertile  in  Lou- 
ifiana  Du  Pratz  affures  us. 

We  fee  then,  upon  what  grounds  it  is 
faid,  we  fhould  look  towards  Louifiana  with 
an  eagle’s  eye.  For  all  emigrations  from 
Canada,  and  fettlements  formed  upon  the 
Miffifipi,  mult  weaken  the  one,  and 
ilrengthen  the  other ;  it  therefore  follows 
that  we  fhould  attend  to  this  and  guard 
2gainft  the  evil  to  be  expedted.  By  occu¬ 
pying  the  pod  in  quedion  we  make  a  be- 
gining ;  and  apart  of  our  defign  fhould  be 
the  intercourfe  before  mentioned  with  thefe 
Indians  of  the  Miffouri,  who  are  worthy 
our  attention.  For  they  are  numerous,  and 
from  the  bed  accounts  we  have  of  them, 
they  have  driven  the  French  from  all  their 
pods  upon  that  river,  confequently  the 
more  we  are  intereded  to  make  them  our 
deady  friends ;  “  their  country  is  almoft 
entirely  covered  with  buffaloes,  elk  and 
deer.”*  How  lucrative  would  fuch  a  com¬ 
merce  prove  ?  what  advantages  might  we 

'  ,  not 

*  Du  Pratz,  Vol.  I.  page  116. 


not  derive  from  them,  efpecially  m  furs  ? 
Buffaloes’  hides  we  are  not  much  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  ;  yet  how  ferviceable  they  are,  may 
be  judged,  if  what  we  are  told  be  true,  that 
the  targets  made  of  thefe  hides  by  the  In¬ 
dians  upon  the  borders  or  New  Mexico, 
will  turn  a  mufket  bullet.  The  quantity  of 
tallow  alfo  to  be  obtained  from  thefe  crea¬ 
tures  is  prodigious,  upwards  of  a  hundred 
weight;  the  price  of  which  commodity, 
as  weii  as  that  of  hides,  has  been  long  com¬ 
plained  of ;  and,  if  like  all  true  fportfmen, 
they  were  to  kill  the  males  inftead  of  the 
cows,  which  has  been  hitherto  their  con- 
ftant  practice  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
breed,  they  would  find  their  advantage  in  it; 
for  they  afford  a  greater  quantity  of  tallow, 
infomuch  that  at  prefent  the  fat  males  be¬ 
come  the  prey  of  wolves,  being  unable  to 
efcape  with  the  reft  of  the  herd  from  their 
unweildy  bulk  ;  but  by  this  attention  their 
increafe  would  be  favoured :  their  hides 
are  much  better  than  the  females,  the 
flefii  alfo  is  excellent,  the  tongue  and  bunch 
might  have  been  a  difh  for  Vitellius.  It 
would  be  proper  to  tell  the  hunters,  you 

i 

only  wifhed  them  to  kill  the  males.  The 

natives 


. 


•’  tip 


*  f  r  .  n  9  •  •  .  ,  / 

natives  have  a  way  of  drefling  thefe  hides 
of  buffaloes,  with  the  wool  on,  to  fuch 
great  perfection  as  to  render  them  more  pli¬ 
able  than  our  buff :  they  dye  them  of  dif¬ 
ferent  colours,  and  clothe  themfelves  there¬ 
with.  To  the  French  they  have  fupplied 
the  place  of  the  belt  blankets,  being  at  the 
fame  time  very  warm  and  very  light.* 
Their  wool  alfo  might  furely  become  a  very 
confiderable  objeCt,  which  is  of  a  very  long 
ftaple  and  exceedingly  fine;  and  to  fhew, 
that  the  opinion  is  not  Angular,  it  may  be 
feen  in  F.  Charlevoix. -j*  ‘f  The  women 
about  Fort  Chartres  fpin  the  wool  of  buf¬ 
faloes,  which  they  make  as  fine  as  that  of 
the  Englifli  fheep  ;  nay  fometimes  it  might 
even  be  miftaken  for  filk.” 

Now  if  Indians  can  do  this,  whom  we  are 
apt  to  treat  as  unikilful  and  void  of  inventi¬ 
on,  what  might  be  the  refult  of  this  wool  in 
the  hands  of  fome  of  our  ingenious  manu¬ 
facturers  of  Britain  ;  the  hair  of  goats  is 

employed  in  many  works  of  price,  and  why 
not  the  wool  of  buffaloes  s  there  is  no  rea- 

*  Du  Pratz,  Vol.  2.  page  50.  f  Vol.  2.  page  222. 
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ion  that  becaufe  it  has  not  been,  it  may  not 
be.  The  trade  of  thefe  Indians  then  may 
be  no  defpicable  thing  :  obferve  their  com¬ 
modities  are  raw  materials,  to  be  procured 
by  hunting,  in  a  country  that  abounds  with 
the  objedt  that  you  have  in  view;  confe- 
quently  it  may  be  had  cheap.  Add  to  all 
this  a  numerous  body  of  people,  and  no 
friends  to  the  French  :  But  wfe  have  other 
reafons  for  feeking  new  Indians.  If  our 
commodities  want  a  new  market,  which 
many  affirm,  here  is  one  however,  which, 
though  it  may  not  be  very  confiderable,  is 
nevertheTefs  deferving  attention  beyond  all 
quehion  ;  for  the  mifers  ra  ;ng,  Take  care 
of  the  farthings ,  they  arc  the  jctds  of  money , 
is  true  enough  ;  fo  many  fmall  advantages 
are  the  feeds  of  a  plentiful  crop.  But  if 
it  be  true,  that  markets  do  fail,  then  is  the 
time  to  feek  new  ;  a  trading  nation  ihould 
never  hand  hill  for  want  of  a  rtfource,  even 
If  it  were  to  be  fought  in  an  unknown 
continent  to  the  fouthward  ;  and  that  there 


is  fuch  a  one  is  the  univerfal  opinion  of  the 
learned.  Again,  all  the  North  American 
travellers,  which  I  have  perufed,  concur  in 
the  ahonifhing  decreafe  of  the  Indians ; 

F  they 


they  are  of  the  fame  opinion  themfelves,  as 
may  be  feen  by  many  of  their  fpeeches  s 
this  is  very  much  owing  to  the  ufe  of  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  as  well  as  difeafes,  fuch  as 
the  fin  all  pox  and  venereal  diftemper.  As 
to  the  firft  caufe  it  is  melancholy  to  think 
of  its  efte&s ;  the  devaftations  it  has  occa- 
lioned  are  dreadful  ;  pity  that  ever  fuch  a 
deleterious  draught  was  introduced  among 
them  !  For  fuch  is  the  infatuation  of  the 
natives  of  both  fexes,  that  they  never  drink 
thefe  liquors  but  for  the  fake  of  intoxica¬ 
tion,  nor  ever  quit  the  calk  while  one  drop 
remains ;  would  that  it  could  be  fupprelfed ! 
Prevention  however  is  better  than  cure  ■,  if 
they  had  not  known  them,  they  would  not 
have  wanted  them ;  might  it  not  be  for  the 
good  of  our  intended  colony,  to  forbid  fup- 
plying  our  new  correfpondents  with  them  ? 
And  furely  one  Ihould  think  there  was  ane- 
ceffity  of  feeking  new  Indians,  as  the  old 
drop  off ;  if  your  Indians  decreafe,  it  is 
high  time  to  look  out  for  others  to  trade 
with.  Moreover  there  is  another  reafon 
why  you  Ihould  do  it,  and  that  is  the  de- 
ereafe  of  game  alfo  :  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
♦ery-antient  planters  in  the  colonies,  that 

game 


game  of  every  kind  decreafes ;  this  I  have 
been  told  myfelf ;  elk  are  aim  oft  annihi¬ 
lated  in  Canada ;  the  Indians  alfo  complain 
of  the  decreafe  of  game  in  many  of  their 
fpeeches  years  ago.  All  thefe  reafons  then 
{hew  the  necefiity  of  eftablifhing  a  more 
didant  correfpondence,  and  the  length  of  a 
journey  is  never  any  objection  with  an  In¬ 
dian  ;  they  will  come  to  you  as  readily  as 
we  would  go  to  dine  at  Rome :  Nations 
unknown  to  us  have  come  to  Albany  in 
abundance,  as  may  be  fcen  in  Golden  s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  five  nations ;  the  weftern  In¬ 
dians  would  do  the  fame  to  you  upon  the 
Ohio;  this  pod  would  become  the  great 
mart  of  thefe  parts :  From  the  Miffouri  to 
the  Wabache  are  reckoned  an  hundred 


leagues.* 


We  are  now  to  attend  our  colony  in  the 
cultivation  of  their  ftaple ;  fuppole  hemp 
and  flax:  Our  reafons  for  feleding  thefe 
fh all  be  (hewn  in  the  courfe  of  the  enquiry; 
ifl.  from  the  nature  of  its  lands;  2dly.  to 


Du  Piatz,  Vol.  I.  page  206. 
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avoid  interfering  with  the  produdls  of  its 
neighbours. 

F.  Charlevoix  fays,  “the  lands  are  fo 
amazingly  nch,  that  wheat  fown  in  them 
was  fo  exceffively  rank  as  to  run  all  to 
ft  raw.  All  hufbandmen  agree,  that  wheat 
requires  excellent  lands ;  but  thefe  were 
fuperlatively  fo,  too  good  for  wheat;  fo 
much  the  better  then  for  hemp,  for  it  is 
well  known  that  plant  requires  the  beft  of 
foil.  File  reaforxs  why  hemp  is  affigned, 
may  alio  be  feen  in  our  idea  of  intereft  and 
dependence;*  there  is  another  rea foil  which 
may  have  fome  weight.  Du  Pratz  fays, 
Vol.  r.  page  269,  upon  the  weftern  fide  of 
Jie  Miffifipi  he  found,  among  many  other 
plants,  natural  hemp,  which  grew  like 
trees  and  very  branched.”  This  defcrip- 
tion,  fhort  as  it  is,  is  fomething  uncom¬ 
mon,  but  if  it  be  a  hemp,f  it  may  be  a 


*  F  Virginia  and  Maryland  planters  remove  to  the 
fouthward,  they  will  apply  to  tobacco  beyond  all  doubt, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  England  it  will  be  that  they 
Ihould  do  fo,  as  will  be  feen  ;  but  it  is  our  intereft  that 
the  flaple  of  the  colony  fhould  be  hemp  and  fl ax. 

t  I  2m  inclined  to  think  from  this  account  it  can  be 
no  hemp,  we  are  acquainted  with  but  one  fpecies  of  it. 

benefit 


benefit  to  our  colony ;  for  why  might  not 
this  be  found  upon  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river, 
if  it  was  properly  fought  after  ?  Whether 
this  plant  be  found  or  not,  to  introduce  the 
culture  of  the  one  we  are  already  acquaint¬ 
ed  with,  mull  turn  to  a  great  account.  By 
this  and  flax  they  will  make  a  return  to  you 
for  manufaftures ;  whereas,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  at  prefent  you  pay  for  thefe  commo¬ 
dities  in  ready  money. 

The  reafon  for  hinting  the  culture  of  to- 
bacco  to  the  fouthward  is  this.  In  Louifi- 
ana  they  make  two  crops  of  tobacco  a  year, 
as  obferved  by  Du  Pratz,  Vol.  i.  page  352. 
He  alfo  fays,  it  bears  a  very  high  price: 
Now  if  this  continues,  they  mud  in  time 
run  away  with  the  market,  becaufe  they  w  ill 
be  able  to  give  a  better  price  for  Haves,  and 
its  benefit  will  ijicreafe  the  number  of  plan¬ 
ters.  Our  people  are  by  law  prohibited  in 
Virginia  from  the  cultivation  of  thefe  fe- 
conds,  and  very  proper  the  law  is,  founded 
upon  the  difference  of  climate  3  thefe  fe- 

Cannabis ,  quod  vid.  apud  Spec.  Plant  arum  Lmncci  id  Flo - 
ram  Virgimacam  Gronavii ,  neither  of  which  mention 
any  fuc’n  appearance,  but  that  matters  not  if  it  poflefs 
the  fame  qualities. 

conds 
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conds  would  not  have  time  to  ripen 
thoroughly  in  Virginia,  confequently  would 
depreciate  your  commodity  with  the  mer¬ 
chants  ;  but  the  fertility  and  benign  cli¬ 
mate  of  Louifiana,  where  the  hummers  are 
three  months  longer,  have  no  fuch  impedi¬ 
ment  ;  therefore  will  be  able  to  fupply  thofe 
who  have  been  your  conftant  chapmen  ;  to 
this  we  may  add  their  frefh  lands,  which 
will  produce  double  the  quantity  of  the  old 
of  our  colonies,  which  indeed  the  planters 
begin  to  fee  by  turning  the  farms  to  corn 
and  cattle ;  if  the  French  alfo  give  a  bounty 
to  fhips  going  to  the  Miffifipi,  and  our  to¬ 
bacco  pays  a  heavy  duty,  they  muft  gain 
thi§  trade  from  us  alfo,  the  only  one  re¬ 
maining,  which  we  pofTefs  entirely  to  our- 
felves. 


Judge  then,  what  reafon  we  have  to 
fpeak  of  the  consequence  of  Louifiana  to 
the  French;  they  may  become  one  of  the 
mofl  powerful  colonies  in  the  world ;  if  fo, 
they  may  in  time  alfo  be  able  to  drive  the 
Englifh  out  of  America,  hardly  by  arms, 
but  more  likely  by  trade.  The  advantages 

they  pofTefs  in  their  ifiands  are  confefied. 

Here 


Here  if  it  be  afhed,  but  will  the  cftablilh- 
ment  of  the  English  upon  the  Ohio  prevent 
their  gain  ?  We  fay  yes.  If  not  totally, 
yet  in  part,  and  perhaps  in  time  entirely,  as 
we  flretch  to  the  fouthward.  1  he  firft  ftep 
towards  which,  is  the  meafure  we  have  been 
all  alone  debating.  That  the  French  look 
with  a  jealous  eye  upon  our  tobacco  trade, 
may  be  lcen  by  a  piece  entitled,  EJJai furies 
Interefls  du  Commerce  maritime ,  par  M.  du 
Haye ,  1754.  It  is  only  hands  they  want  to 
make  what  quantity  01  tobacco  they  pleafe 
in  Louiiiana. 

Among  other  branches  of  OFconomics 
may  be  mentioned  taming  of  buffaloes;  for 
by  that  means  their  increafe  would  be  more 
within  your  command,  than  by  the  care  to 
be  obferved  in  hunting  them  :  This  might 
be  effected  by  having  them  young ;  their 
advantages  have  been  already  pointed  out ; 
and  the  taming  of  thefe  animals  is  nothing 
new  or  difficult,  for  they  are  known  in  that 
ftate  in  many  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
the  natives  drive  them,  and  make  them  la¬ 
bour  the  earrh,  juft  as  we  do  oxen.  That 
there  is  no  Angularity  in  this  notion  will  ap- 


(  4°  ) 

pear,  fince  the  fame  thought  occurred  to 
I*.  Charlevoix,  fpeaking  of  the  poll  of  Kaf- 
kalquias.  “  The  climate  is  extremely 
temperate,  lying  in  38°.  39".  North j  cattle 
and  fheep  would  multiply  here  wonderfully, 
even  the  wild  buffaloes  might  be  tamed, 
and  great  advantages  drawn  from  a  trade  of 
their  wool  and  hides,  and  from  Applying 
the  inhabitants  with  food.”  He  might 
have  added  tallow ;  for  fome  of  thefe  crea¬ 
tures  yield  a  prodigious  weight  of  it,  often 
upwards  of  an  hundred.  Our  colonv  then 
is  peopled,  fed,  has  its  ftaple  provided ;  it 
only  remains  that  we  ihould  revife  fome 
other  matters  hinted  at,  and  then  conclude. 
Mines  were  mentioned.*  Moreover, 

thofe  high  lands  to  the  eaft  of  the  Miffifipi 
from  Manchae  to  the  river  Wabache,  may 
and  ought  to  contain  mines :  We  find  in 
them,  juft  a.  the  iurface,  iron  and  pit  coal, 
but  no  appearance  of  filver;  gold  there 
may  be,  copper  alfo  and  lead.”  It  might 
not  feem  wild  to  mention  the  making  of 
fait  petre:  “  All  cloven-footed  animals  are 
extremely  fond  of  fait,  and  it  is  fuppofed 

*  Du  Pratz,  Vol.  i.  page  268. 
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that  Louifiana  in  general  contains  a  great 
deal  of  fait  petre ;  (now  by  this  Louifiana 
in  gcncval)  he  plainly  underdands  the  uppei 
parts  alfo,  which  are  poflfefled  by  us)  and 
therefore  we  are  not  to  wonder,  if  the  buf¬ 
faloes,  elk  and  deer,  have  a  greater  inclina¬ 
tion  to  fome  certain  places  than  to  others, 
though  they  are  often  hunted.  We  ought 
thence  to  conclude,  that  there  is  more  fait 
petre  in  thofe  places  than  in  fuch  as  they 
haunt  but  rarely.”  He  oblerved,  that  af¬ 
ter  feeding,  thefe  animals  feldom  failed  to 
go  to  the  torrents  where  the  earth  was  torn 
away,  and  even  to  the  clay,  which  they 
licked,  efpecially  after  rain,  becaufe  they 
there  found  a  tafte  of  fait,  which  allures 
them  thither.*  Again  ;  “  France  fetches  a 
great  deal  of  fait  petre  from  Holland  and 
Italy;  flue  may  draw  from  Louifiana  more 
than  die  has  occafion  for,  if  die  once  lets 
about  it.  Salt  petre  might  here  be  made 
with  all  the  eafe  imaginable,  on  account  of 
the  great  plenty  of  wood  and  water.”  It 
I  remember  right,  the  King  ot  Prullia 


*  DuPiatz,  Vol.  i.  page  272, 
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makes  a  great  quantity  of  fait  petre  through¬ 
out  his  dominions,  even  in  almoft  all  the 
villages,  and  the  peafants  are  forced  to  fence 
the  banks,  which  are  the  matrix,  from  the 
injuries  of  cattle  by  licking  them;  they  al- 
fo  aie  oicieied  to  pluck  out  all  weeds  which 

fpring :  Thefe  words  are  exprelfed,  or  to 
the  fame  effe<3  in  the  edift  upon  that  head. 

Well,  all  this  may  be  true;  but  what 
communication  will  our  fettlement  have 
with  the  Atlantic  ?  how  is  it  to  export  all 
thefe  commodities  ?  This  may  be  feen  by 
the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  1772. 
page  67,  71.  It  is  a  very  convenient  and 
cheap  carriage:  But  fhould  we  not  look 
further  to  the  navigation  of  the  Miffifipi  ? 
which  can  be  attended  with  no  difpute,  as 
this  circumftance  was  fettled,  that  is,  the 
free  navigation  of  this  river,  which  was  to 
be  common  to  both  nations,  by  the  Vllth. 
article  of  the  laft  peace,  in  1763. 

To  recapitulate  what  we  have  been  fay¬ 
ing.  The  firft  reafon  to  be  afiigned  for 
fettling  upon  this  fide  of  North  America, 
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is  the  eftablifhment  made  by  the  French 
upon  the  weflern  banks  of  the  Miffifipi  and 
at  New  Orleans.  2dly.  The  great  fertility 
of  the  lands  upon  the  Ohio,  the  immediate 
objed:  of  our  difquifition,  and  a  future  pro- 
fped  to  be  kept  in  view  of  fettling  alfo  up¬ 
on  the  eaftern  banks  of  the  Miffifipi.  3dly. 
A  trade  with  the  weftern  Indians.  4thly.- 
Draughts  of  men  which  may  be  induced  to 
quit  the  northern  colonies,  and  fix  upon 
new  plantations ;  and  laftly,  new  branches 
of  culture,  fuch  as  hemp,  flax,  &c. 

Thus,  according  to  the  title  page  of  this 
piece,  it  is  hoped  wc  have  pointed  out  fome 
advantages  which  Britain  will  immediately 
receive,  and  others  in  view,  in  confequence 
of  our  eftablifhment  upon  the  Ohio.  If 
fuch  are  the  reafons  which  a  private  indi¬ 
vidual  is  enabled  to  offer,  one  who  has  not 
the  honour  to  be  in  any  employment,  con- 
fequently  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  more 
unbiafled;  if  an  individual  can  produce 
thefe  from  the  narrow  circle  of  private 
knowledge  and  information,  certainly  upon 
much  better  grounds  muft  a  ftatefman  be 

fuppofed 
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fiippofed  to  have  proceeded,  who  has  fo 
many  infinitely  fuperior  opportunities,  lights 
which  we  are  unacquainted  with,  to  whofe 
knowledge  every  man  is  willing  to  contri¬ 
bute,  except  fuch  as  have  an  interefl  in  de¬ 
ceiving  him. 
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